SIGNS OF
CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE eSS

abuse.*

5 SIGNS OF CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE:

1. A child doesn’t want to spend time with someone close to them.
Many perpetrators are someone that the child knows and trusts.

2. Sudden changes in emotions and personality.
Most children have mood swings, but drastic personality changes indicate that something
is wrong. Pay attention to any new aggression, shyness, or difficulty trusting others.

3. Physical signs of abuse.
Unexplained bruises, bumps and scratches, as well as complaints of pain in areas of their
body or difficulty walking and sitting can indicate signs of abuse.

4. Showing inappropriate sexual behavior.
While many children will naturally show interest and curiosity about bodies and sex, children
who have been abused may exhibit sexual behavior that is inappropriate for their age.

5. A child’s own words.
A child may drop hints that point to abuse. Young children may also disclose abuse on accident,
so it is important to pay attention to what a child says.

Note: This is not an exhaustive list. Not every child survivor will demonstrate these behaviors.

WE'RE HERE FOR YOU.
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